
 

 

On September 30, 
NLASW will officially 
become the  
NL College of Social 
Workers (NLCSW). 

Over the course of the 
month, we will be 
sharing with you some 
of our history, 
milestones and 
achievements that 
have happened along 
the way. 

The Newfoundland Association of Social Workers 

(NASW) was incorporated in .   
The NASW advocated for social work regulation as 
a means of ensuring ethical practice and 
professional accountability. 

On ,  

the Social Workers 
Association Act received 
Royal Assent and was 
proclaimed on 

.   

At that time, the NASW became the Newfoundland 
and Labrador Association of Social Workers 
(NLASW).  Regulation over the use of the title 
‘social worker’ and scope of practice became a 
legislative function of NLASW. 

 

Who remembers this location?  Hint: NLASW operated here in the early 2000s 
before moving in 2003 to our current location at 177 Hamlyn Road, St. John’s. 
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Were you one of the 
social workers who got 
to sit behind this mic? 
Radio ads, featuring 
social workers from 
across the province, 
were aired on OZFM 
during social work 
month from  
2011-2015.   

NLASW’s Promotion of the Profession Committee 
held its first official meeting on March 8, 2000.  
Social work month planning/evaluation has always 
been a dedicated project of this committee. 

Interesting tidbit… current chair Lisa Lake and 
committee member Elaine Holden have been part 
of this committee since its inception. Now that’s 
commitment! 

       A LOOK BACK  
SOCIAL WORK 
MONTH  

 

Did you know?  In 2010, the 
annual celebration of the 
social work profession in NL 
was extended to cover the 
entire month of March.  
Prior to this, social work 
week was celebrated. 

 

NLASW’s Promotion of the Profession Committee 
developed its own theme and social work poster in 2017 
with artwork by RSW Victoria Holmes. 

 

 

The winning  
                       submission for the 
 NATIONAL social work month 
theme contest was awarded to 
NLASW’s Promotion of the 
Profession Committee in 2012.   

 

 



 

 

 

 
During the 1996 
Annual General 
Meeting, the NLASW 
membership selected 
Connecting Voices as 
the name of the 
NLASW newsletter. 
According to the 
Editorial Policy at the 
time, Connecting 
Voices was designed to 
serve as a ‘meeting 
place’ for social 
workers in the province 
by publishing 
information of interest. 

In 1972, the first newsletter of the Newfoundland 
Association of Social Workers (NASW) was 
published to provide information and items of 
interest for members. 
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Connecting  
Voices 

 

 

 First edition of 
Connecting   
Voices released 
July 1996 

Connecting Voices 
underwent a 
redesign in 2008 
resulting in a fresh 
new look and feel.  
This design has 
withstood the test of 
time, continuing to 
be used today. 

Since 1998, the winter edition of  
Connecting Voices has been dedicated 
to the memory of the 14 women who  
were murdered at École Polytechnique 
in Montreal on December 6, 1989. 

 



 

  

 

The work of NLASW would not be possible without a dedicated team of 
volunteers.  We extend a sincere Thank You to all our volunteers over the 
years for their commitment to advancing the social work profession in NL.  
This is a look back at some of the memories that have been captured along 
the way…   
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Board  
& Committees 
 

 

NLASW Board Early 90s 
 

 

NLASW Board Late 90s  

 

 

NLASW Board with Staff 
 2007 
 

 

                 NLASW Board 2011 

 

 

NLASW Board 2019 
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Board  
& Committees 

 

 
Registration Committee Members 

October 2014 
 

        

Original members of the 
Promotion of the Profession 
Committee 

 

Promotion of the Profession 
Committee members presenting 
at MUN School of Social Work 
September 2017 

 

 

Certificate of appreciation 
presented to NLASW Editorial 
Committee member Patti Erving  
June 2012 

 

Certificate of appreciation 
presented to NLASW 
Registration Committee 
member Helen Handrigan  
June 2013 

 

Professional 
Issues 
Committee 
members 
presenting 
on ethics at 
MUN School 
of Social 
Work  
June 2017 

Did you know? NLASW’s 
Registration Committee 
was previously known as 
the Committee of 
Examiners.  Their name 
changed in 2011 stemming 
from proclamation of the 
Social Work Act. 

NLASW’s Ethics Committee 
was known as the 
Professional Issues 
Committee until 2017.  The 
name was changed to more 
clearly reflect the work of 
the committee as it related 
to ethics. 

 



 

 

 

In 1992, the 
Newfoundland 
Association of Social 
Workers (NASW) 
became the NL 
Association of Social 
Workers (NLASW).  To 
mark the 20th 
anniversary, a plaque 
containing the names of 
NLASW Presidents over 
the past 20 years was 
officially unveiled during 
social work month 
breakfast celebrations in 

St. John’s on March 
23, 2012. The plaque  
remains on display at 
the NLASW office. 
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Board  
Presidents 

 

 
Past Presidents at Plaque Unveiling 

 

 

Over the course of NLASW’s history, we have 
been fortunate to work with dedicated 
professionals, committed to advancing the 
social work profession in this province.  This is 
especially true of those who have taken on the 
role of board president. 

Did you know? The role of NLASW President 

involved a 6 year commitment, with presidents 
serving as president elect, president and finally 
past president.   

Henry 
Kielley 
will serve 
as the 
last 
president 
of 
NLASW. 
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