
 

 
 

SP TLIGHT 

             On Social Work Regulation 
The Spotlight on Social Work Regulation series is designed to promote an 
understanding of social work regulation and the role of the NL College of 
Social Workers (NLCSW). Access the full series at 
https://nlcsw.ca/regulation/.   
 
This edition explores NLCSW’s provincial mandate while also exploring where the 
college fits within both the national and international social work context.  
 
NLCSW:  

• The Social Workers Act is the provincial legislation which delegates 
authority to the college to regulate the social work profession in 
Newfoundland and Labrador (NL).  

• The primary mandate of the college is public protection, achieved through 
the regulation of qualified social work professionals. 

• NLCSW grants the Registered Social Worker (RSW) designation to 
applicants who meet the registration requirements. This designation is 
required to use the title ‘social worker’ or to practice within the scope of the 
social work profession in NL. 

• Maintaining a live social work registry, setting standards of practice, 
ensuring a fair process for the review of professional conduct, providing 
continuing education and developing practice resources are examples of 
activities designed to advance NLCSW’s public protection mandate. 

 
CASW:  

• CASW is comprised of 11 provincial and territorial partners, including 
NLCSW. 

• NLCSW members automatically become affiliated with CASW as part of the 
registering with the college and renew this affiliation each year through 
NLCSW’s renewal process. 

• In addition to the Social Workers Act and Standards of Practice, NLCSW 
uses the CASW Code of Ethics to regulate social work practice in NL. 

• Some CASW membership benefits include access to group insurance, 
professional liability insurance including legal advice, and continuing 
education opportunities.  
 

ASWB: 
• ASWB develops and maintain standardized licensing exams for social 

workers in Canada and the US. 
• NLCSW currently uses the exam for applicants who do not meet the re-

entry to practice requirements as outlined under the Social Workers 
Regulations. 
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